Old Korean Legation
in Washington D.C.

The building of Old Korean Legation was constructed in 1877 as the residence

of Seth L. Phelps, a former Civil War veteran, politician, and diplomat.

It started to be used as a legation in February 1889, when the Korean legation
leased it and moved in. In 1891, King Gojong purchased it for $25,000 of his
private savings. It served as the main stage for active diplomacy for 16 years
until November 1905, when Korea was deprived of its diplomatic power
under the "Japan-Korea Treaty of 1905" forced by the Japanese Empire.
However, after robbing the sovereignty of Korea in August 1910, the Japanese
Empire forced Korea to sell the building for only $5, and then resold it.

Korea became independent in August 1945, but failed to take ownership of
the humiliatingly stolen building back from Japan. After decades, attempts
to reclaim the building increased from the late 1990s. Finally, in October
2012, the former Korean legation returned to Korea as the Cultural Heritage
Administration of Korea and the National Trust for Cultural Heritage
repurchased it.
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11:00 ~ 16:00 Open from 11:00 to 16:00
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ZH|0|X|2} MSIZ AFFOISF Reservations available at
www.oldkoreanlegation.org / (+1)202-844-3330
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(+1)202-844-3330 (09:30 ~ 17:00)
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+ About 28 miles (45 kilometers) away from Washington Dulles International Airport
« About one mile (1.5 kilometers) away to the northeast of the White House
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History of the Old Korean Legation
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1882.05.22.
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Korea-U.S. Treaty of Peace, Amity, Commerce and Navigation is signed.
1887.08.18.
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Pak Chung Yang is appointed as the first Korean minister plenipotentiary
to the USS.

1888.01.19.
= e ZARRE JHA(SJAIE D.C. Fisher House, | M 2B5%E)
The first Korean Legation office opens at Fisher House.

1891.12. O1.

ZMAZE, # SR A= 012)($25,000)

King Gojong purchases current Old Korean Legation building for
$25,000.

1897.10. 12.
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King Gojong proclaims the establishment of the “Korean Empire.”

1905. 11.17.
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Japan coerces the Korean government into signing the 1905
Protectorate Treaty. The Korean Legation closes.

1910. 09. O1.

SAE AE, L= ZAoi($5) = O]=2loj|7| ojzH($10)
Japan purchases the Korean Legation building for five dollars by force
and sells it to an American for ten dollars.

1972. 06. 30.
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The Logan Circle district, where the Old Korean Legation is located, is
added to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

2012.10.18.

EeE-EotR AR TIMEr ZARRE 24= 01I($3,500,000)
The Cultural Heritage Administration of Korea and the National Trust for
Cultural Heritage purchase the Old Korean Legation building for
$3,500,000.

2018. 05. 22.
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The Old Korean Legation reopens as a historic museum.
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Most of the official functions within the building were performed on the first
floor, including the Jeongdang, where a portrait of King Gojong was enshrined
and officials would bow in the direction of the royal palace in Seoul; the
Gaekdang (Reception room), a reception room for welcoming guests; and the
Sikdang (Dining room), a banquet hall for social activities.

_2% | 2nd floor

The second floor has private spaces and working offices, which were originally
off-limits to visitors, including the office of the minister, the legation staff
office, the library, and the bedroom of the minister.

_3% | 3rd floor
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There used to be bedrooms for the legation staff. In 1943, walls on the third
floor were removed to make way for a large hall. At present, the third floor

serves as a hall for a permanent exhibition on the history of the Korean
Legation and Korea-U.S. friendship.
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This space was previously a parking lot. Today, it is a traditional Korean garden,
built during the restoration of the building. The ground is paved with thin, flat

stones, and a flower wall surrounds the garden. At the center stands Bulromun
Gate (Gate of Eternal Youth).
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The Independence Movement among Koreans in the United States
and the Old Korean Legation in Washington D.C.
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Korean Legation postcard with Taegeuksi
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Following the Japan-Korea Treaty of 1910, the Korean Empire was
deprived of the Korean Legation building along with its sovereignty by
the Japanese Empire. However, the Old Korean Legation building soon
emerged as a symbol of the desire for independence among Koreans in
the United States.

This is because Koreans in the U.S. considered the legation building a
"symbol of national sovereignty that must be restored and regained." In
fact, Korean Americans in the Japanese colonial era produced postcards
of the Korean Legation to the U.S. with a big Taegeukgi drawn, symbol-
izing the strong desire for independence, and exchanged them by mail
to strengthen their determination for freedom.



