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As Japan provoked war with the United States in December 1941 DLl e Bird island
with a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, Koreans were forcibly HEREEED
mobilized for the war in the Pacific Ocean. During the Pacific War, ol s
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Saipan and Tinian were important military bases for the Japanese
military to supply war materials. The Japanese forced thousands of
Koreans to serve as laborers on these islands, and many of them
were killed in the war.
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The Koreans who were forcibly sent to Saipan and Tinian suffered
from extreme labor, including building airfields, transporting
munitions, and digging air-raid shelters. There were approximately
5,800 Korean forced laborers on Saipan and 5,000 on Tinian. In 1944,
ahead of the U.S. occupation of Saipan and Tinian, the Japanese
attempted to massacre the Koreans on the islands, but it failed due
to the landing of U.S. troops, which freed all of the Koreans who had Korean History Rediscovered Qverseas
been forcibly mobilized. Lot o [Saipan and Tinian]
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Atomic Bomb Loading Pit on Tinian
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Wreckage of a plane destroyed during the Pacific War beneath

Many Koreans died during the harsh forced labor of the Pacific War, the waters of Saipan
and their remains, long left in the jungle, were buried on the islands

without identification. For the Korean victims who namelessly died,
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Tinian Airfield Runway
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Saipan Korean Peace Memorial

The Korean Peace Memorial, located on the hillside of Marfi Mountain in
northern Saipan, is a place to commemorate the thousands of Koreans
who were forcibly mobilized by the Japanese during World War Il and
died in a foreign land. The Koreans, who were forcibly sent to the island
for impressment, conscription, and comfort women, Suffered from
hard labor in harsh conditions. As a result, many of them were never
able to return to their country and are buried here.

The Memorial has been in the works since 1975 and was completed in
1981 at the initiative of the Overseas Victims' Memorial Association,
with funds from Koreans and Korean residents in Japan. The pigeon at
the top of the Memorial symbolizes peace and faces the Korean
Peninsula, signifying that the spirits of those who never returned to
their homeland are being brought home.
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The Korean Memorial, located near
the town of San Jose in Tinian,
commemorates the thousands of
Koreans who were forcibly mobilized
and labored by the Japanese during
World War Il on the island. During
the Battle of Tinian in 1944, the
Koreans were sent to the island by
force to participate in defensive
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operations for the Japanese or to
labor for building military facilities,
and in the end, they died in the
war. Prior to the U.S. occupation of
Tinianin 1944, Koreans were forced

to labor in the war area, and many

of them died during the process. The U.S. military occupation of Tinian freed
more than 2,400 Korean who had been abused by the Japanese. The freed
Koreans sent 666 US dollars collected from their labor to the President of the
United States in hopes that the United States would win the war against
Japan. To commemorate the Korean victims of forced labor and war in
Tinian and to prevent a repeat of the tragedy, the Memorial was built at the
initiative of the late Rev. Lee Young-sik (founder of Daegu University).
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Atomic Bomb Loading Pit on Tinian
North Field in northern Tinian is the site of a facility used by the 509th
Composite Group of the U.S. Army Air Forces during World War Il to load
the atomic bomb for the first time. The atomic bombs “Little Boy” and
“Fat Man” were loaded here onto the B-29 bombers Enola Gay and
Bockscar, respectively, and flown over Hiroshima and Nagasaki to punish
Japan for its reckless war of aggression. On August 6, 1945, the Enola Gay
dropped the Little Boy on Hiroshima, and three days later, on August 9,
the Bockscar released the Fat Man on Nagasaki. Both bombers launched
from Tinian's North Field, marking a pivotal moment in human history.

Today, the site of the loading pit is preserved as a historic site and serves
as a place to remember the historic moment.
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Saipan is home to a cave that is believed to have been used as a
so-called “military comfort station” operated by the Japanese military
during World War Il. The cave is thought to be where the Japanese
military forcibly housed women who were forced into sexual slavery
after closing the above-ground comfort stations at the end of the war,
when the tide turned against them. Traces of field bunks and pits used
as rooms can be found inside the cave, suggesting the inhumane
behavior of the Japanese military. Currently, the cave is not officially
designated as a historic site, but researchers and local historical tours
have drawn attention to it as the remains related to a comfort station of
the Japanese military.
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